
CENTRAL truth

GROWING  
IN FAITH

PHILIPPIANS 1:1-11

THIS WEEK’S focus
We all have different interests that bring us joy. Perhaps you love to sing, or play 

a particular sport, or build things. However, there is one thing that brings all 

people joy: growth. It feels good to improve and become better at something, 

doesn’t it? Seeing how God was moving in the hearts of the believers at Philippi 

brought the apostle Paul great joy. The Philippians had matured in their faith 

and become more devoted to the gospel after Paul had left Philippi, and he 

was thrilled to hear about their spiritual maturity. This moved Paul to pray 

for their continued growth. As we read Paul’s prayer for this church, we will be 

challenged to pray for growth ourselves. We should pray to mature in our faith  

because Jesus is committed to our spiritual growth.

Pray to mature in your faith because Jesus is committed 
to your spiritual growth.
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EXPLORE

  scripture PHILIPPIANS 1:1-11

PHILIPPIANS 1:1-2

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ 

Jesus: To all the saints in Christ Jesus who 

are in Philippi, including the overseers and 

deacons. 2 Grace to you and peace from 

God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

PHILIPPIANS 1:3-8

3 I give thanks to my God for every 

remembrance of you, 4 always praying 

with joy for all of you in my every prayer, 

5 because of your partnership in the gospel 

from the first day until now. 6 I am sure 

of this, that he who started a good work 

in you will carry it on to completion until 

the day of Christ Jesus. 7 Indeed, it is right 

for me to think this way about all of you, 

because I have you in my heart, and you 

are all partners with me in grace, both in 

my imprisonment and in the defense and 

confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my 

witness, how deeply I miss all of you with 

the affection of Christ Jesus.

PHILIPPIANS 1:9-11

9 And I pray this: that your love will 

keep on growing in knowledge and every 

kind of discernment, 10 so that you may 

approve the things that are superior and

 may be pure and blameless in the day 

of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus 

Christ to the glory and praise of God.
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day 1

PHILIPPIANS 
1:1-2
DWELL
The greetings Paul uses at the beginning of his letters 
may seem unimportant, but we can learn a lot from 
them—both about Paul and his companions and 
about the Christians he was writing to. First, by calling 
themselves “servants” of Jesus, we can see that Paul 
and Timothy placed value on humility. We also can see 
that even though there were problems in the church 
at Philippi that Paul wanted to address, he called the 
Christians there “saints,” choosing to start by focusing 
on their status as “saved” rather than their current 
state of conflict.

What can we learn about Paul and 
Timothy’s relationship with the Philippian 
church from the way Paul started his 
letter (especially in verse 2)?

How can you interact with other Christians 
in your life with humility, encouragement, 
and love like Paul did in his letters?

MEMORIZE
Write Philippians 1:6 on a sticky note and place it 
somewhere you’ll see it every day, like your bathroom 
mirror, a notebook, or inside your locker. Read it to 
yourself each time you see it.

PRAY
Pray for the other students in your group using these 
verses in Paul’s letter as an example.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE PHILIPPIANS 1:6

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

PHILIPPIANS 
1:7-8
DWELL
Not only was Paul joyful and confident as he prayed 
for and remembered the Philippian church, he was 
also certain that it was right for him to have these 
thoughts about them. As fellow believers, they were 
bound together through the church’s support of Paul’s 
ministry—even while he was in prison!—as well as by 
their shared salvation and call to spread the gospel. 
Even though he could not be with them physically to 
help resolve their disputes, this passage shows the 
warm affection he had for them.

What did Paul mean in verse 8 when he 
said that God was his witness? What does 
it mean to be a witness?

Why is it important for us to continue 
to encourage and support our fellow 
believers, even when it is difficult to 
do so?

MEMORIZE
Write each word from Write Philippians 1:6 on a 
different index card. Mix them up and then place them 
in order. 

PRAY
Say a prayer for a friend or family member who is far 
away and whom you miss, thanking God for the ways 
that you and that person have been able to support and 
encourage each other.

day 2

PHILIPPIANS 
1:3-6
DWELL
The church at Philippi was near and dear to Paul. Even 
though later on in this letter Paul will address some 
of the conflict the church was experiencing, he began 
by expressing his joy and thankfulness for the church 
there, both because they had continued to support him 
and his work, and because of how enthusiastically they 
had accepted the gospel message.

Who does Paul say started a good work in 
the Philippians and would carry it out to 
the end (v. 6)? What does this mean?

What are some reasons you can be 
thankful for and joyful about your church 
or the other Christians in your life?

MEMORIZE
Take a slip of paper or index card and draw or write 
Philippians 1:6 using markers or colored pencils. Use it 
as a bookmark in one of your text books or notebooks 
this week.

PRAY
Say a prayer thanking God for the other Christians He 
has put in your life. Thank Him for the good work He 
started in them.
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day 5

PSALM 
89:19-21
DWELL
The idea of being the Lord’s servant (see Phil. 1:1) 
wasn’t new in Paul’s day; the Israelites were often 
called “servants of God” in the Old Testament. For 
the ancient Israelites, to be a servant of God was a 
position of honor. Imagine your boss or coach told you, 
“I’ve hand picked you for this very special role.” Now 
imagine you’re David—a simple shepherd boy—and 
you’re being hand-picked by the Almighty God of the 
universe Himself to be a king! However, servanthood 
isn’t reserved for kings or prophets—as followers of 
Jesus, we are all given the privilege of serving the Lord.

How was being called the Lord’s servant 
a blessing for David according to 
this psalm?

What does it look like for us today to be 
servants of the Lord? What does it mean 
for you?

MEMORIZE
Practice reciting Philippians 1:6 from memory with 
a friend or family member. Ask them to follow along 
as you recite, and to prompt you with words from the 
verse if you need help remembering.

PRAY
Thank God for giving you everything you need in order 
to serve Him well.

day 4

PHILIPPIANS 
1:9-11
DWELL
Part of spiritual growth is learning wisdom and 
discernment—in other words, knowing how to make 
good choices that will glorify God. Paul prayed that 
the church at Phillipi would continue to grow in their 
knowledge and discernment (the ability to judge well), 
not because he thought they were making poor choices, 
but because he knew that following Christ means 
always striving to be more and more like Him.

According to Paul, what would be 
the result of growing in discernment 
(vv. 10-11)?

What are some areas in your life where 
you need more discernment and spiritual 
knowledge?

MEMORIZE
Find a recording of Philippians 1:6 on the web, in 
a podcast, or on a Bible app. Listen to it every day 
this week.

PRAY
Pray that the Spirit would encourage you this week as 
you continue to learn what it means to make choices 
that honor God.

daily discipleship guide | 12


