
CENTRAL truth

WORD MADE 
FLESH

JOHN 1:1-18

THIS WEEK’S focus
Words have power. After all, the first chapter in the Bible teaches us God 

merely spoke, and boom! Nothingness turned into everything. Lifelessness 

turned into liveliness. We can also experience the power of words in our 

interactions with others. Kind words can offer deep, life-giving encouragement 

that helps us keep going, while insulting words can stick with us for years. 

When we remember God’s power to create with mere words and consider our 

personal experiences with the power of words, it’s striking to notice that John 

calls Jesus “the Word.” Today, we will take a look at this title, investigate what it 

means that “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (v. 14), and consider 

how these truths impact how we think and live.

Jesus is God’s language, God’s light, and God Himself, 
living among us.
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EXPLORE

  scripture JOHN 1:1-18

JOHN 1:1-5

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 

3 All things were created through him, 

and apart from him not one thing was 

created that has been created. 4 In him 

was life, and that life was the light of men. 

5 That light shines in the darkness, and yet 

the darkness did not overcome it.

JOHN 1:6-13

6 There was a man sent from God whose 

name was John. 7 He came as a witness 

to testify about the light, so that all 

might believe through him. 8 He was not 

the light, but he came to testify about 

the light. 9 The true light that gives light 

to everyone was coming into the world. 

10 He was in the world, and the world was 

created through him, and yet the world 

did not recognize him. 11 He came to his 

own, and his own people did not receive 

him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 

he gave them the right to be children of 

God, to those who believe in his name, 

13 who were born, not of natural descent, 

or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of 

man, but of God. 

JOHN 1:14-18

14 The Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us. We observed his glory, the glory 

as the one and only Son from the Father, 

full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified 

concerning him and exclaimed, “This was 

the one of whom I said, ‘The one coming 

after me ranks ahead of me, because he 

existed before me.’”) 16 Indeed, we have all 

received grace upon grace from his fullness, 

17 for the law was given through Moses; 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

18 No one has ever seen God. The one and 

only Son, who is himself God and is at the 

Father’s side — he has revealed him.
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day 1

JOHN 
1:1-5
DWELL
To open his Gospel, the Apostle John referenced a 
familiar passage (see Gen. 1) and invited his audience 
to think about Jesus as “the Word.” Rather than begin 
with the story of Jesus’s birth, John placed Jesus in 
eternity past, declaring that He has always existed 
and caused everything else to exist! John’s bold claims 
about Jesus should leave us without any doubt that 
John believed Jesus is God Himself and God’s rescue 
plan for a world trapped in darkness.

What do these verses teach us about who 
Jesus is?

What connections do you think John wanted 
his audience to make with the creation 
account in Genesis 1?

MEMORIZE
Write out John 1:14 on a piece of paper, “taking a 
picture” of it with your eyes. Then, read the verse aloud 
five times. Finally, cover it up with your hand and try 
to say it without looking. Do this one more time before 
you go to bed tonight.

PRAY
John told us what he believed about Jesus so that we 
might believe, too. Spend some time telling God what 
you believe to be true about Him, and ask Him to help 
you believe more.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE JOHN 1:14

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about humans?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

How does this passage 
prompt me to pray?
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day 3

JOHN 
1:9-13
DWELL
Today’s passage reveals the complicated relationship 
between Jesus and those He created. Even though the 
world is trapped in darkness and Jesus offers true light, 
many struggle to recognize and receive Him! Those 
who do receive Him receive an unspeakably wonderful 
gift: they become children of God.

What does this gift reveal to you about the 
character of God?

How might this truth impact the way you 
view and interact with others who are in the 
family of God? The way you view yourself?

MEMORIZE
Connect your memorization efforts to a common task, 
like brushing your teeth, washing your hair, or driving 
to school. As you complete that task each day, try to say 
John 1:14 from memory twice.

PRAY
Praise God for His generosity to invite us into His 
family! Ask Him to help you understand the good news 
of His family in a new way.

day 2

JOHN 
1:6-8
DWELL
In chapter 1, the Apostle John references another 
John, John the Baptist. Later on in this book, the 
Apostle John will share with us one of John the 
Baptist’s most memorable quotes: “He must increase, 
but I must decrease” (John 3:30). In a dark world in 
which everyone desires to shine a light on themselves, 
John testified about the true light.

Where do you see evidence of John the 
Baptist’s humility in today’s text?

How does John the Baptist’s approach to 
telling people about Jesus challenge you?

MEMORIZE
Write down the first letter of each word of John 1:14 
on a note card. At least five times today, see if you can 
say the verse just by looking at the letters.

PRAY
Ask God to increase your concern for a dark world and 
your belief that He is the true light. Ask Him to show 
you how you, like John the Baptist, can bear witness to 
the true light today.
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day 5

JOHN 
1:15-19
DWELL

Though John the Baptist was born before 
Jesus (Luke 1–2), how does his testimony 
in verse 15 make sense? (Hint: think about 
John:1-2.)

Through Jesus, we see God and we see 
God’s glory—the display of His goodness. 
What does John 1 teach you about 
God’s goodness?

John constantly connects Jesus to good things: life, 
light, grace, truth. In this part of the passage, John says 
God’s glory is “full of grace and truth” (v. 14), that we 
have received “grace upon grace” from Jesus, and that 
“grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” In other 
words, the fact that “the Word”—the One who created 
all things and holds all things together—became flesh is 
really, really good news for a world trapped in darkness.

MEMORIZE
Write out John 1:14 somewhere creative—maybe use a 
dry erase marker on your bathroom mirror or chalk on 
the driveway. You could even write it in the dust on the 
back windshield of a friend’s dirty car.

PRAY
Confess to God any ways that you’re struggling to 
remember His goodness and ask Him to show you His 
goodness in a new way.

day 4

JOHN 
1:14
DWELL

Based on what you’ve learned this week, 
why is it significant that “the Word became 
flesh”? That He “dwelt among us”?

According to this verse, what do people see 
when they look at Jesus?

John 1:14 is one of the richest verses imaginable! 
Think of all you know about God—His holiness, His 
power, His full knowledge of all things, the fact that 
He holds all things together. Isn’t it mind-blowing that 
the limitless God of the universe would lower Himself 
to take on human flesh just so He could be with 
His people?

MEMORIZE
Have a friend or family member set a daily alarm. 
When the alarm goes off each day, ask them to reach 
out to you and ask you to recite as much of John 1:14 
from memory as you can.  

PRAY
Look up Ephesians 3:17-19 and pray it in your 
own words.
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