
CENTRAL truth

RESTORATION
PHILEMON 8-21

THIS WEEK’S focus
True kindness is powerful. It can empower people to persevere through 

incredibly difficult times. It can help people find the confidence they need to 

do things they never thought they could. It can give people hope, and it can re-

frame people’s lives. Jesus is the embodiment of such kindness. His sacrifice 

on the cross was the ultimate display of God’s kindness. Today we are going to 

see Paul appeal to a slave owner to not only forgive his escaped slave, but to 

also let him be free and welcome him as a brother. Paul makes his appeal on 

the basis of God’s love displayed in the gospel. Those who trust Jesus will begin 

to live more like Him and embody more of His love in their relationships with 

others. Christ calls us to forgive, love, and serve others even when it costs us. 

Christ calls us to forgive, love, and serve others even 
when it costs us.
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SCRIPTURE 1:1PHILEMON 8-12

8 For this reason, although I have great 

boldness in Christ to command you to do 

what is right, 9 I appeal to you, instead, on 

the basis of love. I, Paul, as an elderly man 

and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus, 

10 appeal to you for my son, Onesimus. I 

became his father while I was in chains. 

11 Once he was useless to you, but now he 

is useful both to you and to me. 12 I am 

sending him back to you  —  I am sending 

my very own heart.

PHILEMON 13-16

13 I wanted to keep him with me, so that in 

my imprisonment for the gospel he might 

serve me in your place. 14 But I didn’t 

want to do anything without your consent, 

so that your good deed might not be out 

of obligation, but of your own free will. 

15 For perhaps this is why he was separated 

from you for a brief time, so that you might 

get him back permanently, 16 no longer as 

a slave, but more than a slave  —  as a dearly 

loved brother. He is especially so to me, but 

how much more to you, both in the flesh 

and in the Lord.

PHILEMON 17-21

17 So if you consider me a partner, 

welcome him as you would me. 18 And if 

he has wronged you in any way, or owes 

you anything, charge that to my account. 

19 I, Paul, write this with my own hand: 

I will repay it — not to mention to you 

that you owe me even your very self. 

20 Yes, brother, may I benefit from you 

in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 

21 Since I am confident of your obedience, 

I am writing to you, knowing that you will 

do even more than I say.

EXPLORE

  scripture PHILEMON 8-21
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day 1

PHILEMON 
4-7
DWELL
Life as a Christian can be beautiful and peace-filled, but 
it can also be lonely and difficult. There will be times 
that all of us feel alone and misunderstood when we 
follow the counter-cultural ways of Christ. This is why 
encouragement from other Christians is so important. 
In these opening verses of his letter, we learn how 
thankful Paul is for Philemon, his fellow worker in the 
faith, and for the reports of love and faith that he has 
heard about him. Paul says he is encouraged because 
he knows that other Christians’ hearts have been 
“refreshed” because of Philemon.

What sort of qualities did Philemon have 
that allowed him to be an encouragement 
to Paul and other Christians?

Who in your life refreshes you? What sorts 
of things can you do to refresh the hearts 
of others?

MEMORIZE
Write Philemon 17 on a sticky note and place it 
somewhere you’ll see it every day, like your bathroom 
mirror, a notebook, or inside your locker. Read it to 
yourself each time you see it.

PRAY
Say a prayer asking God to send you refreshment 
in your life, whether that is through prayer, other 
believers, worship, or other ways.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE PHILEMON 17

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

PHILEMON 
15-18
DWELL
God constructs his plans in spite of, through, and above 
human events and circumstances. Paul knew that 
Onesimus could be punished for running away from 
his legal master Philemon. He also knew that Philemon 
might decide to keep Onesimus with him permanently 
going forward and not let him return to serve alongside 
Paul in ministry. Remember, too, that Paul was in 
prison awaiting trial as he wrote this letter—not an 
ideal situation! But Paul’s focus was not on the things 
he wanted on this earth, but on God’s will. He desired 
to see reconciliation and forgiveness, and he knew that 
God is able to work through all circumstances.

Why is it a big deal that Paul viewed 
Onesimus as a brother and encouraged 
Philemon to do the same?

How might God be working through a 
difficult, painful, or confusing situation in 
your life?

MEMORIZE
Write each word from Philemon 17 on a different index 
card. Mix them up and then place them in order. 

PRAY
Thank God that through Christ, we are connected to 
other believers around the world as a family.

day 2

PHILEMON 
8-14
DWELL
As an apostle and a leader in the early church, Paul would 
have had every reason to speak harshly or firmly to 
Philemon with his requests regarding Onesimus—not 
demanding in an authoritarian sense, but persuading 
from a position of Christ-given leadership. But Paul 
did not do this. Instead he said he wanted to persuade 
Philemon out of love and Christian brotherhood. 
Paul established in verses 4-7 that Philemon was firm 
in his Christian faith, and Paul wanted him to treat 
Onesimus fairly out of not begrudging obedience but 
as one brother in Christ to another.

For Paul, what was the difference in these 
verses between speaking out "boldly" and 
speaking out of love?

In what ways do you speak to others to 
convince them to do that which is good 
and godly? Do these verses encourage you 
or challenge you?

MEMORIZE
Take a slip of paper or index card and draw or write 
Philemon 17 using markers or colored pencils. Use it 
as a bookmark in one of your text books or notebooks 
this week.

PRAY
Thank God that He sent His Son to teach us how to live 
in obedience out of love.
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day 5

GENESIS 
45:4-11
DWELL

Who did Joseph say sent him into Egypt, 
and for what purpose?

How could these verses help you to 
have an attitude of thankfulness toward 
your troubles?

Joseph's jealous brothers had left him in a well to be 
sold into slavery in Egypt (Gen. 27:18-28), but he 
eventually became a powerful man in Egypt, second 
only to the Pharaoh (41:39-43). When Joseph’s family 
later fled Canaan into Egypt during a famine, they were 
reunited with Joseph, although they did not recognize 
him at first. Joseph could have been very angry with 
his brothers, but instead he saw that even though they 
had done evil to him, God had worked through that 
evil action to bring glory to His name. Joseph saw their 
reunion through God’s perspective, as an opportunity 
for reconciliation.

MEMORIZE
Practice reciting Philemon 17 from memory with a 
friend or family member. Ask them to follow along as 
you recite, and prompt you with words from the verse 
if you need help remembering.

PRAY
Thank God for working for your good and the good of 
those around you even in difficult times.

day 4

PHILEMON 
19-25
DWELL
Paul didn’t just express his brotherly love for Onesimus 
with words; he promised that if Onesimus was 
indebted to Philemon or had wronged him, Paul would 
pay Philemon on his behalf. Putting this in writing and 
assuring Philemon that he wrote it with his own hand 
formalized the promise, making it legally binding. Paul 
knew that “love” without actions to back it up is just 
empty words. True Christian love between friends 
and coworkers in ministry means that we are willing 
to make sacrifices of time, energy, or even money for 
each other.

What are some ways that Paul showed his 
love for Philemon, as well?

What are some ways that you can 
demonstrate Christian love for a friend or 
family member this week?

MEMORIZE
Find a recording of Philemon 17 on the web, in a 
podcast, or on a Bible app. Listen to it every day 
this week.

PRAY
Ask God to show you the people you can serve with 
sacrifices of your time or resources today or this week.
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