
AN EPIC BIRTH 
ANNOUNCEMENT

LUKE 2:1-15

THIS WEEK’S focus
This week we’ll look at a story you’ve likely heard a few times: the Christmas 

story. But don’t let your familiarity with the story rob you of its joy! The events 

of Jesus’s birth are filled with unexpected, startling, and wonderful details we 

don’t want to overlook. In this story, we see an angle of the all-powerful, all-

knowing, awe-inspiring God of the universe that might surprise you: He is 

willing to lower Himself to our level. Why? Because He loves people who don’t 

deserve it at all. In the Christmas story, the Lord made Himself lowly so that 

He might rescue the lowly.

CENTRAL truth
The Lord made Himself lowly so that He might rescue 
the lowly.

C H R I ST M A S
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EXPLORE

  scripture LUKE 2:1-15

SCRIPTURE 1:1
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LUKE 2:1-7

1 In those days a decree went out from 

Caesar Augustus that the whole empire 

should be registered. 2 This first registration 

took place while Quirinius was governing 

Syria. 3 So everyone went to be registered, 

each to his own town. 4 Joseph also went 

up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to 

Judea, to the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem, because he was of the house 

and family line of David, 5 to be registered 

along with Mary, who was engaged to 

him and was pregnant. 6 While they were 

there, the time came for her to give birth. 

7 Then she gave birth to her firstborn son, 

and she wrapped him tightly in cloth and 

laid him in a manger, because there was no 

guest room available for them.

LUKE 2:8-12

8 In the same region, shepherds were 

staying out in the fields and keeping watch 

at night over their flock. 9 Then an angel of 

the Lord stood before them, and the glory 

of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. 10 But the angel said to 

them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim 

to you good news of great joy that will be 

for all the people: 11 Today in the city of 

David a Savior was born for you, who is 

the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be the 

sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped 

tightly in cloth and lying in a manger.”

LUKE 2:13-15

13 Suddenly there was a multitude of the 

heavenly host with the angel, praising God 

and saying: 14 Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and peace on earth to people he 

favors! 15 When the angels had left them 

and returned to heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let’s go straight to 

Bethlehem and see what has happened, 

which the Lord has made known to us.”



day 1

MATTHEW 
1:18-25
DWELL
In Matthew’s account of Jesus’s birth, he offers some 
backstory on Mary and Joseph that can that help us 
understand the particular difficulties they endured 
because of their faith in God. Placing our trust in God 
and doing what He asks seems like an easy thing on 
paper, but in the fabric of real life, we realize this is no 
easy task. And yet, despite how low they were brought, 
this couple received the great honor of raising God’s 
Son! They were to name Him Jesus, which means, 
“Yahweh saves.”

What kinds of qualities do you notice 
in Joseph?

What other name for Jesus do you see in this 
passage? How does that comfort you?

MEMORIZE
Write out Luke 2:11 on a piece of paper, “taking a 
picture” of it with your eyes. Then, read the verse aloud 
five times. Finally, cover it up with your hand and try 
to say it without looking. Do this one more time before 
you go to bed tonight. 

PRAY
Invite God to show you what is standing in the way of 
your wholehearted devotion to Him. Then, ask Him to 
give you the strength to do the next thing He asks you 
to do.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE LUKE 2:11

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about humans?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

How does this passage 
prompt me to pray?
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day 3

LUKE 
2:8-14
DWELL
The Jewish people were keeping watch for the Messiah,  
who would finally bring the rescue they so desperately 
needed. Many expected this Messiah to be a military 
leader who would help them get out from under 
Roman rule. Others thought the Messiah might be 
more like one of the Old Testament heroes, like Moses. 
Likely, they assumed He would align Himself with the 
religious people of the day.

How did this scene topple the expectations 
people had for who the Messiah would be?

Why do you think Jesus’s birth was so lowly 
and was revealed to such lowly people?

MEMORIZE
Connect your memorization efforts to a common task, 
like brushing your teeth, washing your hair, or driving 
to school. As you complete that task each day, try to say 
Luke 2:11 from memory twice.

PRAY
Thank Jesus for humbling Himself to rescue the lowly! 
Ask Him to remind you of His unexpected ways when 
you feel low, rejected, or unloved.

day 2

LUKE 
2:1-7
DWELL
Though Bethlehem was a humble village, lots of 
important biblical events happened here, including the 
death of Jacob’s wife, Rachel, and the anointing of King 
David. Interestingly, the name “Bethlehem” means 
“house of bread.” Later on in the Gospel of John, we’ll 
discover how Jesus calls Himself “the bread of life,” 
saying, “No one who comes to me will ever be hungry, 
and no one who believes in me will ever be thirsty 
again” (John 6:35).

What kind of things (other than food) do 
you think Mary and Joseph craved on their 
journey to Bethlehem?

What kind of things are you craving 
spiritually? What do you think it means that 
Jesus can conquer hunger and thirst?

MEMORIZE
Write down the first letter of each word of Luke 2:11 on 
a note card. At least five times today, see if you can say 
the verse just by looking at the letters.

PRAY
Tell God about any places where you are spiritually 
hungry and ask Him to show you how He is the source 
of true satisfaction.
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day 5

LUKE 
2:21-24
DWELL
After Jesus’s birth, Mary and Joseph followed God’s 
law carefully. Because He was their firstborn son, they 
offered a pair of turtle doves or pigeons. This is an 
important detail that you might miss: the law required 
a lamb or a goat. However, because the poor matter to 
God and because God loves a heart of genuine worship, 
He provided within the law a way for the poor to still 
afford to make an offering. Mary and Joseph brought 
the poor person’s offering—even as they held in the 
arms the ultimate offering: the Lamb of God.

What does it reveal about God that He 
entrusted His Son to a poor couple?

How does it encourage you to know God is 
like this? How might this change the way 
you pray?

MEMORIZE
Write out Luke 2:11 somewhere creative—maybe use a 
dry erase marker on your bathroom mirror or chalk on 
the driveway. You could even write it in the dust on the 
back windshield of a friend’s dirty car.

PRAY
Confess ways that you haven’t offered God genuine 
worship. Ask God to help you understand who He is 
and to live your life in a wholehearted response to it.

day 4

LUKE 
2:15-20
DWELL

List things the shepherds did after receiving 
the birth announcement. How does this 
challenge you?

List some things you think Mary might have 
been “treasuring” in her heart. What can 
you treasure from today’s text?

Remember that in this time, shepherds weren't 
particularly trusted. And yet, God entrusted them with 
the ever-important announcement of Jesus’s birth! 
Those who heard from the shepherds were amazed. 
Even Jesus’s mother, Mary, seemed amazed. She took 
in the different details, perhaps connecting some dots 
from the Old Testament Scriptures, marveling over 
what God had done, or praising God for allowing her to 
witness such profound moments.

MEMORIZE
Have a friend or family member set a daily alarm. 
When the alarm goes off each day, ask them to reach 
out to you and ask you to recite as much of Luke 2:11 
from memory as you can.  

PRAY
Spend some time rereading the Christmas story and 
treasuring it in your heart, telling God all the ways you 
see His goodness within it.
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