
STRENGTH 
TO OBEY

EZEKIEL 3:8-21

THIS WEEK’S focus
Whether it is a school assignment, getting ready for college, or keeping up 

with all the different responsibilities we have, sometimes it can all just feel 

too heavy. The lists start piling up, and even when we have too much to do, 

sometimes we can’t seem to do anything. The same reality can be true in our 

walk with God. He often calls us to follow Him in ways that seem impossible 

or out of reach. What if we fail? What if people reject us? Today we are going to 

see how the prophet Ezekiel responded to a tough call on his life: to speak God’s 

word to a wayward Israel. We will be reminded that no matter the mission, God 

gives us everything we need to answer His call.

CENTRAL truth
God gives us everything we need to answer His call.
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EXPLORE

  scripture EZEKIEL 3:8-21

EZEKIEL 3:8-11

8 “Look, I have made your face as hard as 
their faces and your forehead as hard as their 
foreheads. 9 I have made your forehead like 
a diamond, harder than flint. Don’t be afraid 
of them or discouraged by the look on their 
faces, though they are a rebellious house.” 

10 Next he said to me, “Son of man, listen 
carefully to all my words that I speak to you 
and take them to heart. 11 Go to your people, 
the exiles, and speak to them. Tell them, ‘This 
is what the Lord God says,’ whether they 
listen or refuse to listen.”

EZEKIEL 3:12-15

12 The Spirit then lifted me up, and I heard a 
loud rumbling sound behind me — bless the 
glory of the Lord in his place! — 13 with the 
sound of the living creatures’ wings brushing 
against each other and the sound of the 
wheels beside them, a loud rumbling sound. 

14 The Spirit lifted me up and took me away. 
I left in bitterness and in an angry spirit, 
and the Lord’s hand was on me powerfully. 

15 I came to the exiles at Tel-abib, who were 
living by the Chebar Canal, and I sat there 
among them stunned for seven days.

EZEKIEL 3:16-21

16 Now at the end of seven days the word 
of the Lord came to me: 17 “Son of man, I 
have made you a watchman over the house 
of Israel. When you hear a word from my 
mouth, give them a warning from me. 

18 If I say to the wicked person, ‘You will 
surely die,’ but you do not warn him —you 
don’t speak out to warn him about his wicked 
way in order to save his life — that wicked 
person will die for his iniquity. Yet I will 
hold you responsible for his blood. 19 But if 
you warn a wicked person and he does not 
turn from his wickedness or his wicked 

way, he will die for his iniquity, but you will 
have rescued yourself. 20 Now if a righteous 
person turns from his righteousness and acts 
unjustly, and I put a stumbling block in front 
of him, he will die. If you did not warn him, he 
will die because of his sin, and the righteous 
acts he did will not be remembered. Yet I will 
hold you responsible for his blood. 21 But if 
you warn the righteous person that he should 
not sin, and he does not sin, he will indeed 
live because he listened to your warning, and 
you will have rescued yourself.”
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day 1

EZEKIEL 
3:1-7
DWELL
Many of Ezekiel’s encounters with God in this book 
happened in the form of visions. In this vision, God 
instructed Ezekiel to eat a scroll before he went to 
speak to the Israelites. Why would God ask Ezekiel to 
do such a weird thing? The important part was actually 
the words that were written on the scroll: these were 
the words that Ezekiel was to proclaim to God’s people. 
Ezekiel needed to do more than hear the words; he 
needed to devour them, to make them almost part of 
himself. And even though the words would be harsh 
ones of judgment against God’s stubborn, wayward 
people, the scroll tasted sweet in Ezekiel’s mouth. Even 
when God’s message is one we don’t want to hear, His 
will for us is always good.

What does it mean that Israel was 
"hardheaded and hardhearted" (v. 7)?

How can you work on listening better when 
people share difficult truths with you?

MEMORIZE
Use a phone or computer to record yourself reading 
Ezekiel 3:4 aloud. Listen to this recording throughout 
the week.

PRAY
Ask God to soften your heart and your head when you 
don’t want to listen to His truth.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE EZEKIEL 3:4

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

EZEKIEL 
3:12-15
DWELL
Up until this point, God had been communicating to 
Ezekiel through a vision that included four strange 
winged creatures (1:4-25), above whom was a throne 
carrying a likeness of the glory of God (1:26-28). Now that 
God had said what He needed to, the creatures departed 
with a loud rumbling noise and the vision ended. Ezekiel 
felt the Lord’s power driving him, but unsurprisingly, he 
wasn’t happy about the task ahead of him. In fact, he 
was bitter and angry. Rather than beginning to prophesy 
immediately, he sat overwhelmed for seven days while 
he processed what God had told him.

Why did God use a vision to speak to 
Ezekiel? Why didn’t He just speak to 
Ezekiel directly?

What can we learn from Ezekiel’s 
response to God’s call? How can we apply 
this to our own lives?

MEMORIZE
Break Ezekiel 3:4 into 3–5 smaller parts and try to recite 
a different part to yourself from memory throughout 
each day.

PRAY
Thank God that when He gives us difficult tasks, He 
gives us everything we need to accomplish those 
tasks—including time to process. 

day 2

EZEKIEL 
3:8-11
DWELL

Why did God give Ezekiel a hard head? 
How would that help him?

What does it mean to take God’s words to 
heart? How can you practice that in your 
daily life?

God knew that the task He was giving Ezekiel wouldn’t 
be easy. The words He would give the prophet would 
be difficult to hear, and the Israelites wouldn’t want 
to listen. It would be tempting for Ezekiel to give up. 
But it was important that he shared God’s words. God’s 
people needed to know the danger they were heading 
toward if they continued on their present course. So 
God gave Ezekiel a “hard head” to match the Israelites’ 
hard heads—in other words, He gave the prophet the 
ability to be as stubborn and tough as the Israelites 
would be. They wouldn’t listen, but Ezekiel would be 
able to persist in speaking God’s truth anyway.

MEMORIZE
Write Ezekiel 3:4 on a note card and place it in a folder 
or binder where you will see it frequently. Read it to 
yourself each time you see it this week.

PRAY
Thank God that His words to us are always for our good 
and His glory.
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day 5

ACTS 
18:1-6
DWELL

Why did Paul stop preaching to the Jews 
in Corinth? Why did he say that he would 
instead go to the Gentiles?

What can we learn from Paul here about how 
we are called to share the message of Jesus?

Much like God had called Ezekiel to prophesy to the 
Israelites, Jesus called Paul to share His name with 
people who would not necessarily listen. As a devout 
Jew, Paul knew that God’s call to share His word wasn’t 
a responsibility to be taken lightly. But Paul also knew 
that it wasn’t his job to convince those who would not 
accept this message—his job was simply to spread the 
news of Jesus. Sure enough, the Jews in Corinth would 
not listen despite Paul’s repeated attempts to persuade 
them. So, he left the synagogue, but not before giving a 
dramatic warning to the Jews. They, not Paul, would be 
responsible for the consequences of their not listening; 
Paul had done what Jesus asked of him.

MEMORIZE
Practice reciting Ezekiel 3:4 aloud from memory with 
a friend or family member. They can prompt you with 
the next word if you need help remembering.

PRAY
Thank God for including us in His work by calling us to 
share His love and hope with those around us.

day 4

EZEKIEL 
3:16-21
DWELL
Because of the Israelites' rebellion against God and 
their stubborn refusal to follow His commands, they 
were in danger of judgment from the Lord. Since God 
had made this danger so clear to Ezekiel, the prophet 
would be responsible for the consequences if he didn’t 
pass on the warnings to the people as God instructed 
him. If the people died because of their sin and Ezekiel 
hadn’t warned them first, God said their death would 
be Ezekiel’s fault! If he did pass on the messages, 
however, then God would not hold Ezekiel responsible, 
even if the people still did not listen.

Why did God issue this warning to Ezekiel? 
Do you think this was fair?

What does this passage teach us about 
the responsibility we have to one another 
as believers?

MEMORIZE
Draw Ezekiel 3:4 on a piece of paper using colored 
pencils or markers, using a different color for the 
most important words and phrases. Hang it in your 
room or locker.

PRAY
Ask God to give you courage to speak difficult truths to 
others in your life when He calls you to do so.
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