
CENTRAL truth

STICK TO 
THE SOURCE

JOHN 15:1-17

THIS WEEK’S focus
This week we’ll encounter Jesus’s seventh and final “I AM” statement: “I am 

the true vine.” Jesus was teaching His disciples to expand their view of Him 

as their source. In the coming hours and days, Jesus’s disciples would have to 

face difficulty beyond what they could imagine, and they would need to stay 

connected to Jesus by remembering what He’d taught them. His love for them 

would give them life and His words would teach them how to live. Though 

hatred from the world was coming, they could cling to the truth that they 

were loved by God. Because of His love, they in turn could obey Him and love 

one another.

Jesus is the source of life and spiritual growth.
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SCRIPTURE 1:1JOHN 15:1-8

1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

gardener. 2 Every branch in me that does not 

produce fruit he removes, and he prunes every 

branch that produces fruit so that it will produce 

more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of 

the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in 

me, and I in you. Just as a branch is unable to 

produce fruit by itself unless it remains on the 

vine, neither can you unless you remain in me. 

5 I am the vine; you are the branches. The one 

who remains in me and I in him produces much 

fruit, because you can do nothing without me. 

6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is thrown 

aside like a branch and he withers. They gather 

them, throw them into the fire, and they are 

burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words 

remain in you, ask whatever you want and it 

will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by 

this: that you produce much fruit and prove to 

be my disciples.

JOHN 15:9-11

9 “As the Father has loved me, I have also loved 

you. Remain in my love. 10 If you keep my 

commands you will remain in my love, just as 

I have kept my Father’s commands and remain 

in his love. 11 I have told you these things so 

that my joy may be in you and your joy may 

be complete.

JOHN 15:12-17

12 “This is my command: Love one another as 

I have loved you. 13 No one has greater love 

than this: to lay down his life for his friends. 

14 You are my friends if you do what I command 

you. 15 I do not call you servants anymore, 

because a servant doesn’t know what his master 

is doing. I have called you friends, because I have

made known to you everything I have heard 

from my Father. 16 You did not choose me, but 

I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce 

fruit and that your fruit should remain, so that 

whatever you ask the Father in my name, he will 

give you. 17 This is what I command you: Love 

one another.”

EXPLORE

  scripture JOHN 15:1-17
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day 1

JOHN 
15:1-5
DWELL

How does the vine metaphor help you 
understand God the Father and God 
the Son?

Why was this message important for the 
disciples to hear at this time? Why is it 
important for us?

Presumably on the way to the Garden of Gethsemane, 
Jesus used a new “I AM” statement to teach His disciples 
something important about Himself. He said, “I am the 
true vine.” In Him, they could grow fruit; without Him, 
they could do nothing. Jesus was teaching that He is 
the source, and they needed to stay connected to Him. 
We might look to other “vines” to offer us life and to 
help us live, but Jesus is the true vine.

MEMORIZE
Using colored pencils or pens, creatively write out 
John 15:5 on a piece of paper. Read the verse out 
loud five times. Finally, try to say it out loud five 
times without looking, trying to picture it in your 
mind instead.

PRAY
Ask God to reveal whom or what you depend on to be 
your source of life. Ask Him to teach you what it means 
to remain in Him.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE JOHN 15:5

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about humans?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

How does this passage 
prompt me to pray?
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day 3

JOHN 
15:9-11
DWELL
God designed love to be regifted. According to Jesus, 
the Father loves Him, so He loves His disciples. As a 
result, Jesus’s disciples will love Him and this will be 
evidenced in our obedience. So, love and obedience are 
connected, too, because the more we love Jesus, the 
more we will obey His words. Remaining in Him or 
abiding in Him may be as simple as actively seeking to 
love Him more (reading the Bible and praying helps so 
much with this!). Jesus will use that to help us obey—
and the beautiful cycle continues.

How would you encourage another person to 
grow in love for Jesus?

How do you need God’s help to love 
and obey?

MEMORIZE
Write out John 15:5 on a piece of paper or note card, 
and place it next to your bed. Make it a goal to say it 
five times before you go to bed and five times when you 
wake up.

PRAY
Look up John 15:13 and use these words as a prayer, 
asking God to help you better grasp His love for you so 
that you can love Him more.

day 2

JOHN 
15:6-8
DWELL
Hours—or maybe even minutes!—before Jesus said 
these words, Judas left the Last Supper in order to 
betray Jesus. Remembering that helps us with this 
text. Judas seemed like he was connected to the true 
vine, but soon his “fruit” revealed that he was actually 
a dead branch. It’s as if Jesus was saying that His 
disciples’ fruit would either be bountiful, or it would be 
plastic, pretend fruit. The fruit would reveal whether or 
not they were truly connected to the vine.

How does Judas’s story help you understand 
what it means to be a true disciple of Jesus?

What is one small habit you can implement 
that can help you remember Jesus is the 
true vine?

MEMORIZE
Invent motions that match the words in John 15:5 
and practice them while saying the words out loud 
a few times. It probably feels a little weird, but hey, 
sometimes movement can help engage our brains!

PRAY
If you are doubting whether or not you are truly 
connected to the vine, ask God to help you see the 
truth and step towards Him in faith.
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day 5

JOHN 
15:18-25
DWELL
The Jewish religious leaders who would soon kill 
Jesus had seen everything He had done, and yet they 
still hated Him and refused to believe He was God. 
John 3:16 taught us that “God so loved the world,” 
but John 15:18 tells us the flip side is also true: the 
world hates God. Because Jesus’s disciples are called 
to “remain in” Jesus, it makes sense that the world 
would hate them too! When the disciples experienced 
hate, they weren’t alone. Jesus understood it better 
than anyone.

How do you think these words helped 
Jesus’s disciples endure the hate-filled 
experiences of His arrest and death?

How could this concept help you endure 
hatred from the world?

MEMORIZE
Share John 15:5 with a friend or family member, and 
explain what it means. Then, invite them to randomly 
quiz you at some point today to see if you can remember 
the verse.

PRAY
Thank God that even when the world hates us, His 
followers are kept safe in His love.

day 4

JOHN 
15:12-17
DWELL
Remember how God designed love to be regifted? This 
passage reveals one more way it needs to be regifted: 
Jesus’s disciples need to love one another—and the 
primary characteristic of this love is that it is self-
sacrificing (see v. 13). Jesus exhibited this when He 
washed His disciples’ feet, but He would demonstrate 
it even more powerfully on the cross. Because He loves 
us that much, we can love Him and love others.

How can you love others in a way that is 
self-sacrificing?

What has John 15 taught you about God’s 
definition of love?

MEMORIZE
Write down the first letter of each word of John 15:5 
on a note card. At least five times today, see if you can 
say the verse just by looking at the letters.

PRAY
Tell Jesus all the ways that you know He loves you. Ask 
Him to help you love others.
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