
CENTRAL truth

BETRAYED! 
JOHN 18:1-11

THIS WEEK’S focus
Have you ever been betrayed by a close friend or falsely accused of something? 

These kinds of scenarios can send us reeling. We might feel completely 

confused and as if everything is out of control. Jesus, too, experienced betrayal 

and false accusation, yet He didn’t avoid these situations—He willingly 

stepped into them. Why? Two reasons. First, God was ultimately the one in 

control of this narrative. Every seemingly unexpected plot twist was actually 

a carefully designed rescue mission. Secondly, Jesus knew that although He 

would pay the ultimate price by dying on the cross, His sacrifice would give 

sinners eternal life.

Jesus is always in control and committed to the 
redemption of humanity.
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SCRIPTURE 1:1JOHN 18:1-3

1 After Jesus had said these things, he 

went out with his disciples across the 

Kidron Valley, where there was a garden, 

and he and his disciples went into it. 

2 Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the 

place, because Jesus often met there with 

his disciples. 3 So Judas took a company of 

soldiers and some officials from the chief 

priests and the Pharisees and came there 

with lanterns, torches, and weapons.

JOHN 18:4-9

4 Then Jesus, knowing everything that was 

about to happen to him, went out and said 

to them, “Who is it that you’re seeking?” 

5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they answered. 

“I am he,” Jesus told them. Judas, who 

betrayed him, was also standing with 

them. 6 When Jesus told them, “I am he,” 

they stepped back and fell to the ground. 

7 Then he asked them again, “Who is it that 

you’re seeking?” “Jesus of Nazareth,” they 

said. 8 “I told you I am he,” Jesus replied. 

“So if you’re looking for me, let these men 

go.” 9 This was to fulfill the words he had 

said: “I have not lost one of those you have 

given me.”

JOHN 18:10-11

10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, 

drew it, struck the high priest’s servant, 

and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s 

name was Malchus.) 11 At that Jesus said 

to Peter, “Put your sword away! Am I not 

to drink the cup the Father has given me?”

EXPLORE

  scripture JOHN 18:1-11
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day 1

JOHN 
18:1-6
DWELL
None of the details of the night were a surprise to 
Jesus, who was committed to this ultimate rescue plan, 
despite what it would cost Him. Before Jesus endured 
a single lash at the hands of His enemies, He endured 
just one kiss from the friend who had betrayed Him 
(see Luke 22:48). Mere hours earlier, the disciples 
couldn’t imagine that any of them would betray Jesus 
(see John 13:21-29); now Judas led those who wanted 
to kill Jesus straight to Him.

What does today’s text teach about 
Jesus’s love?

How might today’s text encourage someone 
you know?

MEMORIZE
Using colored pencils or pens, creatively write out 
John 18:11 on a piece of paper. Read the verse out 
loud five times. Finally, try to say it out loud five 
times without looking, trying to picture it in your 
mind instead.

PRAY
Praise Jesus for His love! He truly is the Good Shepherd, 
willing to lay Himself down for His sheep.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE JOHN 18:11

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about humans?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

How does this passage 
prompt me to pray?
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day 3

MATTHEW 
26:47-56
DWELL

What evidence do you see in the text of 
God’s control over the situation?

What does this passage reveal about 
Jesus’s disciples?

The last verse of Matthew’s account of this event is 
particularly painful: all the disciples abandoned Jesus. 
The scene began with betrayal, and it ended with 
betrayal. Even Peter’s seemingly heroic act seems to 
reveal that He underestimated God’s power. With just 
a word, God the Son could have appealed to God the 
Father, and the night’s events would have gone very 
differently. But Jesus fully gave Himself to the rescue 
of His people, and He was handed over to those who 
would kill Him.

MEMORIZE
Write out John 18:11 on a piece of paper or note card, 
and place it next to your bed. Make it a goal to say it 
five times before you go to bed and five times when you 
wake up.

PRAY
Tell God about ways you tend to underestimate His 
power. Praise Him for the way both His power and His 
love are on display in today’s text.

day 2

JOHN 
18:7-11
DWELL
If anyone in the crowd of soldiers and religious leaders 
had a doubt about Jesus’s true identity, Jesus gave 
them another shot to truly believe. When He uttered “I 
am”—a phrase similar to the divine name “Yahweh”—
they fell to the ground. Despite this clear display of 
power, Peter struggled to believe, too, and misguidedly 
attempted to protect Jesus by attacking the high 
priest’s servant. But Peter forgot—this is Yahweh! God 
was utterly in control here.

What examples of unbelief do you see in 
today’s passage?

How do you think the disciples felt as they 
witnessed this event?

MEMORIZE
Invent motions that match the words of John 18:11, 
and practice them while saying the words out loud a 
few times. It probably feels a little weird, but hey, 
sometimes movement can help engage our brains!

PRAY
Confess an area of your life that feels completely out of 
control, and ask God to help you remember who He is 
and what He’s like.
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day 5

LUKE 
22:47-53
DWELL
In verse 53, Jesus uses a haunting phrase:“the dominion 
of darkness” (CSB). To be certain, darkness would reign 
over the next few days as Jesus was unfairly arrested, 
severely mocked and tortured, brutally killed, and then 
buried in a guarded tomb. John began his Gospel with 
the powerful idea that the light would shine in the 
darkness, and now he helps us see that it would indeed 
get very dark before the light would burst forth.

What new details did you notice in Matthew 
(see day 3), Mark (see day 4), and Luke’s 
accounts of Judas's betrayal of Jesus?

What does Jesus’s willingness to step into 
darkness reveal about Him?

MEMORIZE
Share John 18:11 with a friend or family member, and 
explain what it means. Then, invite them to randomly 
quiz you at some point today to see if you can remember 
the verse.

PRAY
Thank Jesus for His willingness to step into darkness 
and ask Him to make His love for you more real to you.

day 4

MARK 
14:43-52
DWELL
Matthew, Mark, and Luke’s accounts of Judas’s 
betrayal all emphasize that he was “one of the Twelve.” 
This detail underlines the horrific nature of Judas’s 
actions. He was part of the inner circle, yet he betrayed 
the one he pledged to follow. As if this wasn’t unfair 
enough, Jesus Himself described the way the crowd 
came to Him was as if He were a criminal. They had no 
charges against Him, yet He was treated like one who 
was guilty. Despite it all, Jesus surrendered Himself to 
their hands, knowing God would bring goodness out 
of it.

How does understanding what Jesus 
endured prompt you to praise Him?

How does Jesus’s endurance motivate you 
to endure what God has called you to do?

MEMORIZE
Write down the first letter of each word of John 18:11 
on a note card. At least five times today, see if you can 
say the verse just by looking at the letters.

PRAY
Praise Jesus for His determination to do what God the 
Father asked, no matter what it cost Him!
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