
GOD IS  
WORTHY

1 KINGS 18:25-39

THIS WEEK’S focus
The world is full of people, organizations, ideas, practices, and causes that beg 

for our attention and investment, but we only have so much to give. Deciding 

how we should spend our resources (i.e., time, energy, thoughts, money) can 

be tough. Unfortunately, many people spend what they have on things that 

don’t last. Thankfully, God has made Himself known to us. Through Jesus, the 

Holy Spirit, and the Bible, we know that we serve a good God who loves us 

and whose kingdom will last forever. When we spend what we have on Him, 

we invest wisely. As the prophet Elijah demonstrated, only God is worthy of 

our worship. 

CENTRAL truth
Only God is worthy of our worship.
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SCRIPTURE 1:11 KINGS 18:25-29
25 Then Elijah said to the prophets of 
Baal, “Since you are so numerous, choose 
for yourselves one bull and prepare it first. 
Then call on the name of your god but don’t 
light the fire.” 26 So they took the bull that 
he gave them, prepared it, and called on 
the name of Baal from morning until noon, 
saying, “Baal, answer us! ” But there was no 
sound; no one answered. Then they danced 
around the altar they had made. 27 At noon 
Elijah mocked them. He said, “Shout loudly, 

for he’s a god! Maybe he’s thinking it over; 
maybe he has wandered away; or maybe 
he’s on the road. Perhaps he’s sleeping and 
will wake up!” 28 They shouted loudly, and 
cut themselves with knives and spears, 
according to their custom, until blood 
gushed over them. 29 All afternoon they 
kept on raving until the offering of the 
evening sacrifice, but there was no sound; 
no one answered, no one paid attention.

1 KINGS 18:30-35
30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come 
near me.” So all the people approached 
him. Then he repaired the Lord’s altar 
that had been torn down: 31 Elijah took 
twelve stones — according to the number 
of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom 
the word of the Lord had come, saying, 
“Israel will be your name” — 32 and he 
built an altar with the stones in the name 
of the Lord. Then he made a trench around 
the altar large enough to hold about four 

gallons. 33 Next, he arranged the wood, cut 
up the bull, and placed it on the wood. He 
said, “Fill four water pots with water and 
pour it on the offering to be burned and 
on the wood.” 34 Then he said, “A second 
time!” and they did it a second time. And 
then he said, “A third time!” and they did 
it a third time. 35 So the water ran all 
around the altar; he even filled the trench 
with water.

1 KINGS 18:36-39
36 At the time for offering the evening 
sacrifice, the prophet Elijah approached the 
altar and said, “Lord, the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Israel, today let it be known that 
you are God in Israel and I am your servant, 
and that at your word I have done all these 
things. 37 Answer me, Lord! Answer me 
so that this people will know that you, the 

Lord, are God and that you have turned 
their hearts back.” 38 Then the Lord’s 
fire fell and consumed the burnt offering, 
the wood, the stones, and the dust, and it 
licked up the water that was in the trench. 
39 When all the people saw it, they fell 
facedown and said, “The Lord, he is God! 
The Lord, he is God!”

EXPLORE

  scripture 1 KINGS 18:25-39
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day 1

1 KINGS 
17:1-7
DWELL
Worship of the god Baal was in full force at the time 
Elijah entered the scene as a prophet of the Lord God. 
When Elijah declared that it would not rain until he 
said so, he wasn’t speaking arrogantly under his own 
power—he was making a powerful statement that 
Yahweh was the one true God, and that Baal, a god 
of storms and rain, didn’t have the power that his 
followers thought he did. God then showed His care 
and provision for His prophet by giving Him shelter, 
food, and water during the time of the drought, and 
hiding him from the anger of King Ahab.

Why would Elijah make such a strong 
statement calling for a drought in Israel? 

How has God shown His care for you when 
He asks you to do difficult things for Him?

MEMORIZE
Print out 1 Kings 18:21 and read it slowly, highlighting 
key words and phrases that stand out to you. Review 
this printout throughout the week.

PRAY
Thank God for always giving us what we need in order 
to do what He asks of us

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE 1 KINGS 18:21

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

1 KINGS 
18:22-29
DWELL
Elijah gave the prophets of Baal the perfect setup to 
show off their god’s power. If Baal truly had power over 
storms, answering his prophets and sending down 
lightning to light the fire for the sacrifice should have 
been no problem for him. But all morning, no matter 
how much they called to him, there was no answer. 
Elijah mocked them, and they grew more desperate. 
Either Baal couldn’t do it (it is possible that Baal was 
a demonic spirit), or he didn’t care—or he didn't exist 
at all! Either way, it must have been humiliating for the 
prophets whose false god didn’t show up.

What did Elijah want to accomplish by 
giving the prophets of Baal the first 
chance to call on their god’s power?

What are some ways that you look to 
things other than God to provide for you? 
How do these things fall short?

MEMORIZE
Add reminders to your phone, computer, or calendar to 
read 1 Kings 18:21 every morning and night this week. 

PRAY
Thank God that when we call on Him, we can be sure 
that He hears our prayers.

day 2

1 KINGS 
18:17-21
DWELL
After three years of drought, God called Elijah to come 
out of hiding and confront Ahab. When Ahab saw 
Elijah, he blamed Elijah for the drought. But Elijah 
was quick to point out that Ahab was truly the one to 
blame. He hadn’t followed the Lord’s commands and 
had instead been worshiping false gods who couldn’t 
help him. Sin is tricky like that—when we turn away 
from God, it’s often easier to point our fingers and 
blame someone else than it is to face the reality of our 
own bad choices. However, Elijah was about to organize 
a grand showdown that would prove once and for all 
that Ahab had been following the wrong god.

Why might God have waited so long (three 
years) before He told Elijah to face Ahab 
and the prophets of Baal?

When you are tempted to blame someone 
else for your circumstances, how could 
these verses change your attitude?

MEMORIZE
Split 1 Kings 18:21 into 4–5 sections, and write each 
section on a different note card. Try to memorize a 
different note card each day.

PRAY
Pray that God would show you areas of your life where 
you are blaming someone else instead of accepting 
responsibility for your choices. 
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day 5

1 KINGS 
18:36-39
DWELL
When it came time for the offering to Yahweh, Elijah 
made it clear that none of this was for his own glory. He 
wasn’t looking for fame or popularity: it was all about 
God. God answered his prayers immediately, sending 
down fire that was so hot and strong, it burned up 
not just the bull but the stone altar and all the water 
surrounding it. The people heard the message loud 
and clear: Yahweh was the God they should have been 
worshiping all along.

How did Elijah’s prayer show his faith and 
trust in God? How did he show humility?

How can Elijah’s prayer be a model for 
your own prayers to God? What important 
traits of Elijah’s do you want to imitate?

MEMORIZE
Write 1 Kings 18:21 on the center of a piece of paper, 
then add drawings or doodles around the edges that 
relate to the Scripture. 

PRAY
Ask God to give you a humble heart when you talk to 
Him in prayer.

day 4

1 KINGS 
18:30-35
DWELL

Why did Elijah go through so much trouble 
in setting up the sacrificial altar? What did 
he want to prove?

What amazing acts are you praying for 
God to perform? How can you hold firm to 
your faith that He is capable of doing even 
more than you ask for?

When it was clear that Baal wasn’t going to answer his 
prophets, it was Elijah’s turn. But he wanted to make 
sure that God’s display of power was as impressive as 
possible. So he built an altar (possibly one that had 
been torn down in the past by Baal’s followers), set up  
the offering, and instructed the people to drench it with 
water. If the waterlogged altar burned, there would be 
no doubt that it was only because of a miracle of God.

MEMORIZE
Write 1 Kings 18:21 on a sticky note and post it 
somewhere you will see it often, like a bathroom mirror 
or notebook. Read it to yourself each time you see it.

PRAY
Ask God what you can do to point others to Him 
this week.
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