
A MIRACULOUS 
FEAST

JOHN 6:9-21,48-57,61-68

THIS WEEK’S focus
In John 6, Jesus’s disciples had an unforgettable twenty-four hours as Jesus 

presented them with one logic-defying demonstration after another: He 

fed five thousand people with a boy’s measly lunch, walked on water, and 

taught one of His strangest teachings: “My flesh is true food” (v. 55). What!? 

The disciples were amazed, overwhelmed, and confused. Their belief was 

strengthened but also challenged. How were they to follow this God they so 

often struggled to understand? As many walked away from their faith, Peter 

clung to Jesus, saying, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 

eternal life” (v. 68). Peter’s words offer all believers a road map of what it looks 

like to cling to Jesus, even when we feel confused.

CENTRAL truth
Jesus saves and satisfies the spiritually hungry who look 
to Him.
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EXPLORE

  scripture JOHN 6:9-21,48-57,60W-68
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SCRIPTURE 1:1JOHN 6:9-21
9 “There’s a boy here who has five barley 
loaves and two fish — but what are they for 
so many?” . . . 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, 
and after giving thanks he distributed them to 
those who were seated — so also with the fish, 
as much as they wanted. 12 When they were 
full, he told his disciples, “Collect the leftovers 
so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they collected 
them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces 

from the five barley loaves that were left over by 
those who had eaten. . . . 18 A high wind arose, 
and the sea began to churn. 19 After they had 
rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus 
walking on the sea. He was coming near the boat, 
and they were afraid. 20 But he said to them, “It 
is I. Don’t be afraid.” 21 Then they were willing 
to take him on board, and at once the boat was 
at the shore where they were heading.

JOHN 6:48-57
48 “I am the bread of life. 49 Your ancestors 
ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 
50 This is the bread that comes down from 
heaven so that anyone may eat of it and not 
die. 51 I am the living bread that came down 
from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he 
will live forever. The bread that I will give for 
the life of the world is my flesh.” 52 At that, 
the Jews argued among themselves, “How can 
this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus 
said to them, “Truly I tell you, unless you eat the 

flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you 
do not have life in yourselves. 54 The one who 
eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal 
life, and I will raise him up on the last day, 
55 because my flesh is true food and my blood 
is true drink. 56 The one who eats my flesh and 
drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. 
57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live 
because of the Father, so the one who feeds on 
me will live because of me.

JOHN 6:60-68
60 Therefore, when many of his disciples heard 
this, they said, “This teaching is hard. Who can 
accept it?” 61 Jesus, knowing in himself that 
his disciples were grumbling about this, asked 
them, “Does this offend you? 62 Then what if 
you were to observe the Son of Man ascending 
to where he was before? 63 The Spirit is the 
one who gives life. The flesh doesn’t help at all. 
The words that I have spoken to you are spirit 
and are life. 64 But there are some among you 

who don’t believe.” (For Jesus knew from the 
beginningthose who did not believe and the one 
who  would betray him.) 65 He said, “This is why 
I told you that no one can come to me unless it 
is granted to him by the Father.” 66 From that 
moment many of his disciples turned back and 
no longer accompanied him. 67 So Jesus said to 
the Twelve, “You don’t want to go away too, do 
you?” 68 Simon Peter answered, “Lord, to whom 
will we go? You have the words of eternal life.



day 1

JOHN 
6:1-15
DWELL
The feeding of the five thousand occurred near the 
time of Passover, which was the time of year when 
Jesus would one day die. One day, through His death, 
He would satisfy those who craved salvation. But 
on this day, through a little boy’s lunch, He would 
satisfy those who craved a meal. What the boy offered 
wasn’t much—but in God’s hands, “not much” can be 
transformed into abundance.

What “not much” do you have to offer the 
Lord today?

What connections can you make between 
this miracle and what Jesus did on 
the cross?

MEMORIZE
Write out John 6:33 on a piece of paper, “taking a 
picture” of it with your eyes. Then, read the verse aloud 
five times. Finally, cover it up with your hand and try 
to say it without looking. Do this one more time before 
you go to bed tonight.

PRAY
Thank God for being a God of abundance! Entrust Him 
with what you have, and ask Him to help you believe 
who He is.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE JOHN 6:33

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about humans?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

How does this passage 
prompt me to pray?
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day 3

JOHN 
6:22-40
DWELL
After the miraculous feeding of the five thousand, the 
crowd desperately wanted to make Jesus king. They 
wanted a king who would make sure they were never 
hungry again! But Jesus was interested in something 
beyond their perpetual physical hunger. He wanted to 
offer them satisfaction for the spiritual hunger. Instead 
of working for food that won’t last, Jesus told them 
to work for the food that would last for eternal life 
(see v. 27).

According to verse 29, how does someone 
“work” for this lasting food?

How is Jesus offering something even better 
than manna?

MEMORIZE
Connect your memorization efforts to a common task, 
like brushing your teeth, washing your hair, or driving 
to school. As you complete that task each day, try to say 
John 6:33 from memory twice.

PRAY
Ask God to show you what you are craving spiritually 
(such as approval, love, or belonging) and ask Him to 
help you see how Jesus satisfies that craving.

day 2

JOHN 
6:16-21
DWELL

What emotions did the disciples experience 
throughout today’s text?

How are you encouraged by Jesus’s power 
over creation? How might this influence the 
way you pray?

In the beginning, God told the water to exist, so it did. 
In John 6, Jesus seemingly told the water to become a 
floor beneath Him, so it did. This text reinforces what 
John wrote at the beginning of his Gospel: Jesus was 
with God in the beginning, Jesus is God, and all things 
were created through Him. Wow!

MEMORIZE
Write down the first letter of each word of John 6:33 
on a note card. At least five times today, see if you can 
say the verse just by looking at the letters.

PRAY
Imagine how the disciples would have praised God 
after what they’d seen, and let that help you shape your 
own prayer of praise to the God of the waters.
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day 5

JOHN 
6:60-71
DWELL
We expect leaders to adapt their speech so that others 
want to follow them. But Jesus did the exact opposite! 
He had an entire crowd wanting to make Him king, but 
the next day, Jesus offered teaching that offended many 
and prompted them to leave. This shows that Jesus 
desires for people to truly believe and trust Him. Those 
who believe He really is God can cling to the knowledge 
of who He is even when they don’t understand what 
He’s doing or saying.

How does this chapter build your faith 
in Jesus?

How does this chapter challenge your faith 
in Jesus?

MEMORIZE
Write out John 6:33 somewhere creative—maybe use a 
dry erase marker on your bathroom mirror or chalk on 
the driveway. You could even write it in the dust on the 
back windshield of a friend’s dirty car.

PRAY
Ask God to make you more and more rooted in Him 
every day so that you are able to cling to Him even 
when things don't make sense.

day 4

JOHN 
6:41-59
DWELL
Yesterday’s text ended with the crowd pleading with 
Jesus to give them the bread of God, but we know from 
today’s text that once Jesus explained this bread a bit 
more, they no longer wanted it. In fact, the more He 
talked, the more they questioned who He was. They 
wanted the benefits of following Jesus (the bread of 
life) without accepting Him and without believing His 
words about Himself.

What kinds of things do you think the crowd 
was thinking when they heard Jesus teach?

How does this crowd’s unbelief 
challenge you?

MEMORIZE
Have a friend or family member set a daily alarm. 
When the alarm goes off each day, ask them to reach 
out to you and ask you to recite as much of John 6:33 
from memory as you can.  

PRAY
Tell God about a time when you didn’t understand His 
Word. Ask Him to remind you who He is and to help 
you trust Him.
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