
CENTRAL truth

BY THE 
GATE

2 KINGS 7:1-15

THIS WEEK’S focus
Sometimes things go our way, and sometimes they don’t. If we don’t take 

the time to look at life through God’s eyes, we might struggle to trust Him. 

Most of the time, our frustration with God comes from trying to hold Him to 

promises He never made. We think if we ask for it, we should get it—but God 

only promised to provide what we need in order to do what He wants us to do 

(Phil. 4:19). He never promised to provide our wants. If and when God does 

give us what we want, it’s by His grace. God also never promised that we would 

never go without. Lack is part of life in our broken world. God doesn’t even 

promise our next breath, but He does promise to protect forever those who 

put their faith in Jesus (John 10:27-30). When we trust God to provide for our 

needs, we realize He is the only real need we have. 

We can trust God to provide what we need. 
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SCRIPTURE 1:12 KINGS 7:1-2
1 Elisha replied, “Hear the word of the Lord! 
This is what the Lord says: ‘About this time 
tomorrow at Samaria’s gate, six quarts of 
fine flour will sell for a half ounce of silver 
and twelve quarts of barley will sell for a half 
ounce of silver.’” 2 Then the captain, the king’s 

right-hand man, responded to the man of God, 
“Look, even if the Lord were to make windows 
in heaven, could this really happen?” Elisha 
announced, “You will in fact see it with your 
own eyes, but you won’t eat any of it.”

2 KINGS 7:3-8
3 Now four men with a skin disease were at 
the entrance to the city gate. They said to each 
other, “Why just sit here until we die? 4 If we 
say, ‘Let’s go into the city,’ we will die there 
because the famine is in the city, but if we sit 
here, we will also die. So now, come on. Let’s 
surrender to the Arameans’ camp. If they let 
us live, we will live; if they kill us, we will die.” 
5 So the diseased men got up at twilight to go 
to the Arameans’ camp. When they came to the 
camp’s edge, they discovered that no one was 
there, 6 for the Lord had caused the Aramean 
camp to hear the sound of chariots, horses, and 

a large army. The Arameans had said to each 
other, “The king of Israel must have hired the 
kings of the Hittites and the kings of Egypt to 
attack us.” 7 So they had gotten up and fled at 
twilight, abandoning their tents, horses, and 
donkeys. The camp was intact, and they had 
fled for their lives. 8 When these diseased men 
came to the edge of the camp, they went into 
a tent to eat and drink. Then they picked up 
the silver, gold, and clothing and went off and 
hid them. They came back and entered another 
tent, picked things up, and hid them.

2 KINGS 7:9-15
9 Then they said to each other, “We’re not doing 
what is right. Today is a day of good news. If 
we are silent and wait until morning light, our 
punishment will catch up with us. So let’s go 
tell the king’s household.” 10 The diseased men 
came and called to the city’s gatekeepers and 
told them, “We went to the Aramean camp and 
no one was there — no human sounds. There 
was nothing but tethered horses and donkeys, 
and the tents were intact.” 11 The gatekeepers 
called out, and the news was reported to the 
king’s household. 12 So the king got up in 
the night and said to his servants, “Let me tell 
you what the Arameans have done to us. They 
know we are starving, so they have left the 

camp to hide in the open country, thinking, 
‘When they come out of the city, we will take 
them alive and go into the city.’” 13 But one of 
his servants responded, “Please, let messengers 
take five of the horses that are left in the city. 
Their fate is like the entire Israelite community 
who will die, so let’s send them and see.” 
14 The messengers took two chariots with 
horses, and the king sent them after the 
Aramean army, saying, “Go and see.” 15 So they 
followed them as far as the Jordan. They saw 
that the whole way was littered with clothes 
and equipment the Arameans had thrown off in 
their haste. The messengers returned and told 
the king.

EXPLORE

  scripture 2 KINGS 7:1-15
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day 1

2 KINGS 
6:25-31
DWELL
The famine in Samaria was so severe that people were 
practicing cannibalism in order to survive. The king 
of Israel was so moved that he tore at his clothing in 
grief and wore itchy sackcloth in a gesture of mourning. 
However, when it came time to place blame, he was 
misguided. Instead of recognizing that he himself was 
leading his nation in sin by not following the Lord, he 
blamed God’s prophet Elisha. 

How did the king’s attitude show genuine 
compassion? How did he still come to the 
wrong conclusion?

Have you ever wanted to help a situation 
but went about it the wrong way? How 
could you turn to God in these moments?

MEMORIZE
Print out Proverbs 22:9 and read it slowly, highlighting 
key words and phrases that stand out to you. Review 
this printout throughout the week.

PRAY
Pray that God would give you clarity to see the truth of 
difficult situations.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE PROVERBS 22:9

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

2 KINGS 
7:3-8
DWELL
These men with skin disease were in a tough spot. They 
were suffering through the famine along with everyone 
else, but because of their illness they had the additional 
burden of being outcasts from the community. They 
decided that since they were likely to die of starvation 
if they stayed at the gate or if they went into the city, 
they would try surrendering themselves to the enemy 
army and try their chances there. Miraculously, when 
they arrived they found that the camp was empty, and 
they were able to eat and drink their fill with joy.

What does it say about God that He 
brought relief to these outcasts before He 
brought it to the nation’s leaders?

What are some areas of your life where 
you could look for God to work in unlikely 
ways or through unlikely people?

MEMORIZE
Add reminders to your phone, computer, or calendar to 
read Proverbs 22:9 every morning and night this week. 

PRAY
Thank God that He often chooses to work through the 
most unexpected people: the outcasts, the weak, the 
oppressed, and the needy.

day 2

2 KINGS 
6:32–7:2
DWELL
The king’s messenger couldn’t believe his ears. Elisha—
the very man who the king blamed for the terrible 
famine in the land—was saying that food would 
be available the very next day at cheap prices. This 
all sounded pretty impossible, and the king’s men 
said so. If God was the reason that the famine was 
happening, why should they wait on that same God 
for deliverance? But they had it backwards. God never 
delights in punishment—He delights in opportunities 
to show His mighty works of salvation. 

Why did the king’s captain and messenger 
doubt Elisha’s word?

What is something unexpected that 
God has done in your life? How can you 
remember this when you wonder if He will 
come through again?

MEMORIZE
Split Proverbs 22:9 into 4–5 sections, and write each 
section on a different note card. Try to memorize a 
different note card each day.

PRAY
Thank God for providing for us in ways that we could 
never imagine on our own.
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day 5

MATTHEW 
6:25-34
DWELL
There is a lot in our life to be anxious about, and it can 
be overwhelming. Most of us like to have answers to 
our questions and worries immediately. How am I going 
to make money? Who is going to take care of me? Will 
I have all the things I need? Will I be safe? The reality is 
that most of the time, we don’t get the answers to these 
questions right when we want them. But if we look at 
the world around us, we can see that God provides in 
even the tiniest of ways for all of His creation. He has 
a much greater perspective on our lives than any of us 
have, and He knows what we need even before we do. 
We can trust that He will provide in His perfect timing.

What does Jesus say the problem is with 
worrying? What does it accomplish?

How can you use these verses as a prayer 
when you are worried about the unknown?

MEMORIZE
Write Proverbs 22:9 on the center of a piece of paper, 
then add drawings or doodles around the edges that 
relate to the Scripture. 

PRAY
Thank God that He cares for even the tiniest of the 
wildflowers and birds.

day 4

2 KINGS 
7:9-15
DWELL
The men realized that they should share the good news 
of God’s miracle to the rest of their people, so they 
returned to the city to share the news with the king. 
The king, however, was suspicious and believed that 
the Arameans were simply leading them into a trap. 
Like Naaman’s servants, the king’s servants asked him 
to rethink his position. Their reasoning was like the 
lepers’ had been: if they were likely to starve or be killed 
either way, there was no harm in seeing if the lepers’ 
report was correct. 

What does it say about the condition of the 
king’s heart that he still didn’t believe that 
God could come through for them?

How does a relationship with God help you 
to pause and think things through instead 
of rushing to conclusions?

MEMORIZE
Write Proverbs 22:9 on a sticky note and post it 
somewhere you will see it often, like a bathroom mirror 
or notebook. Read it to yourself each time you see it.

PRAY
Ask God for patience and wisdom to make decisions 
thoughtfully instead of in haste.
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