
LIGHT IN 
DARKNESS

JOHN 8:2-18

THIS WEEK’S focus
If you’ve ever been at home when the power went out —particularly at 

night—you know how confusing it can be to navigate life without light. But 

spiritual darkness goes beyond confusion—it can be totally terrifying! There’s 

not much that feels more spiritually dark than condemnation. To condemn 

someone is to declare them guilty and to pass judgment against them—and 

being condemned usually comes with all kinds of icky feelings. Today we’ll read 

about a woman who was literally surrounded by people who condemned her. It 

was probably a very dark day for her! But Jesus was the only one with the right 

to condemn her, and instead, He simply offered her the opportunity to step 

out of the darkness of her sin and into the light of His forgiveness.

CENTRAL truth
Jesus offers light to a world dark with condemnation.
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SCRIPTURE 1:1JOHN 8:2-6

2 At dawn he went to the temple again, and all 

the people were coming to him. He sat down 

and began to teach them. 3 Then the scribes 

and the Pharisees brought a woman caught 

in adultery, making her stand in the center. 

4 “Teacher,” they said to him, “this woman 

was caught in the act of committing adultery. 

5 In the law Moses commanded us to stone 

such women. So what do you say?” 6 They asked 

this to trap him, in order that they might have 

evidence to accuse him. Jesus stooped down and 

started writing on the ground with his finger.

JOHN 8:7-11

7 When they persisted in questioning him, he 

stood up and said to them, “The one without sin 

among you should be the first to throw a stone 

at her.” 8 Then he stooped down again and 

continued writing on the ground. 9 When they 

heard this, they left one by one, starting with 

the older men. Only he was left, with the 

woman in the center. 10 When Jesus stood 

up, he said to her, “Woman, where are they? 

Has no one condemned you?” 11 “No one, 

Lord,” she answered. “Neither do I condemn 

you,” said Jesus. “Go, and from now on do not 

sin anymore.”

JOHN 8:12-18

12 Jesus spoke to them again: “I am the light 

of the world. Anyone who follows me will never 

walk in the darkness but will have the light of 

life.” 13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are 

testifying about yourself. Your testimony is not 

valid.” 14 “Even if I testify about myself,” Jesus 

replied, “My testimony is true, because I know 

where I came from and where I’m going. But 

you don’t know where I come from or where 

I’m going. 15 You judge by human standards. I 

judge no one. 16 And if I do judge, my judgment 

is true, because it is not I alone who judge, but 

I and the Father who sent me. 17 Even in your 

law it is written that the testimony of two 

witnesses is true. 18 I am the one who testifies 

about myself, and the Father who sent me 

testifies about me.”

EXPLORE

  scripture JOHN 8:2-18
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day 1

JOHN 
7:53–8:11
DWELL
In John 7, Jesus had invited anyone who was thirsty 
to come to Him and drink, and now He found Himself 
once again face to face with a parched woman. With 
her similarly-guilty partner nowhere to be found, this 
woman faced the condemnation of people who knew 
God’s law. She probably expected Jesus to look at her 
the same way they did, with death and accusation in 
their eyes. He saw her differently, though.

What do you imagine was going through the 
minds of the woman’s accusers? What might 
have been going through her mind?

How does Jesus’s treatment of her feel like a 
refreshing drink of water?

MEMORIZE
Write out John 8:12 on a piece of paper, “taking a 
picture” of it with your eyes. Then, read the verse aloud 
five times. Finally, cover it up with your hand and try 
to say it without looking. Do this one more time before 
you go to bed tonight.

PRAY
Look up John 3:17 and use those words to create your 
own prayer of praise to Jesus, the One who came not to 
condemn but to save.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE JOHN 8:12

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about humans?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

How does this passage 
prompt me to pray?
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day 3

JOHN 
8:31-38
DWELL
In today’s text, Jesus shifted from talking to those who 
didn’t believe in Him and instead turned to address 
those who did believe—at least for a moment. He 
compared following Him to being set free. His hearers 
took this literally, but Jesus clarified that He was talking 
about being enslaved to sin. Jesus has the power to set 
people free from sin, and then He changes a person’s 
identity, from “slave to sin” to “child of God.”

How does this identify shift offered from 
Christ impact how you view yourself?

How can this truth shape the way you pray 
to God?

MEMORIZE
Connect your memorization efforts to a common task, 
like brushing your teeth, washing your hair, or driving 
to school. As you complete that task each day, try to say 
John 8:12 from memory twice.

PRAY
Ask God to help you understand what it looks like to 
live as a person who has truly been set free from sin 
and is now a child of God.

day 2

JOHN 
8:12-30
DWELL

What did Jesus share about Himself in 
this passage?

John wrote his Gospel to help people 
believe (see 20:30-31). How does this 
passage challenge unbelief?

Ironically, though Jesus declared Himself to be the 
Light of the world, the religious leaders still clung to 
darkness. They tried to negate Jesus's claims about 
Himself by complaining that He didn’t have a true 
witness for His claims other than Himself. And yet, 
He had two: John the Baptist (remember that from 
John 1?) and God the Father, who pointed to Jesus 
through the Scriptures (see v. 18). The religious leaders 
didn’t know the Scriptures or the Father the way they 
thought they did—if they had, they would have been 
able to recognize God the Son.

MEMORIZE
Write down the first letter of each word of John 8:12 
on a note card. At least five times today, see if you can 
say the verse just by looking at the letters.

PRAY
Confess any places of darkness and unbelief in your 
life and ask God to bring light by deepening your belief 
in Jesus.
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day 5

JOHN 
8:48-59
DWELL
This passage helps us remember how much the Jews 
hated Samaritans. They accused Jesus of two things: 
(1) being a Samaritan and (2) having a demon. 
Jesus responded with one of His most powerful 
statements—a God claim, in which Jesus identified 
Himself with the most sacred, divine name: “I AM.” (We 
often translate this “Yahweh.”) Jewish people dared not 
even write or say this name out loud, so it was a big deal 
for Jesus to use that name to describe Himself.

Why would this statement have provoked 
the Jews to stone Jesus?

How does this passage reveal that Jesus 
is God?

MEMORIZE
Write out John 8:12 somewhere creative—maybe use a 
dry erase marker on your bathroom mirror or chalk on 
the driveway. You could even write it in the dust on the 
back windshield of a friend’s dirty car.

PRAY
Think about everything you’ve learned about who 
God is this week and use those things to pray a prayer 
of praise.

day 4

JOHN 
8:39-47
DWELL

What are some things we learn about the 
devil in this passage?

What can we learn from the fact that it was 
religious people who received these harsh 
words from Jesus?

This passage contains some of Jesus’s most startling 
words. Jesus’s listeners believed they were religious 
experts and true children of God, but Jesus told them 
their real father was the devil. They thought they were 
being parented and shaped by God, but they were 
actually working against God. They had been deceived 
by “the father of lies” (v. 44) and had become liars 
themselves, pretending they cared about God’s glory, 
when what they actually cared most about was their 
own glory.

MEMORIZE
Have a friend or family member set a daily alarm. 
When the alarm goes off each day, ask them to reach 
out to you and ask you to recite as much of John 8:12 
from memory as you can. 

PRAY
Ask God to expose any places where you have believed 
the lies of the devil rather than God’s truth.
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