
CENTRAL truth
Jesus reveals truth to those who seek Him.

TRUTH 
REVEALED

JOHN 9:1-7,24-41

THIS WEEK’S focus
If you’ve ever seen the classic movie The Wizard of Oz, you know how 

startlingly wonderful it is to shift from Dorothy’s black-and-white world into 

the splashy colors of “somewhere over the rainbow.” Wouldn’t it be incredible 

to never see colors and then, one day, see them all? Wouldn’t it be even more 

incredible to never see at all, and then one day see? This was the experience of 

the man Jesus healed in today’s text. He’d spent his entire life blind until he 

encountered Jesus. But like all of Jesus’s miracles, this was about more than 

healing. The man gained more than just physical sight—he gained spiritual 

sight! Meanwhile, the onlookers clung to spiritual blindness, choosing 

darkness rather than looking to the Light of the world.
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EXPLORE

  scripture JOHN 9:1-7,24-41
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SCRIPTURE 1:1JOHN 9:1-7
1 As he was passing by, he saw a man blind 
from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he 
was born blind?” 3 “Neither this man nor his 
parents sinned,” Jesus answered. “This came 
about so that God’s works might be displayed 
in him. 4 We must do the works of him who 
sent me while it is day. Night is coming when no 

one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world.” 6 After he said these 
things he spit on the ground, made some mud 
from the saliva, and spread the mud on his eyes. 
7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the pool of Siloam” 
(which means “Sent”). So he left, washed, and 
came back seeing.

JOHN 9:24-34
24 So a second time they summoned the man 
who had been blind and told him, “Give glory 
to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 
25 He answered, “Whether or not he’s a sinner, 
I don’t know. One thing I do know: I was blind, 
and now I can see!” 26 Then they asked him, 
“What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?” 27 “I already told you,” he said, “and 
you didn’t listen. Why do you want to hear it 
again? You don’t want to become his disciples 
too, do you?” 28 They ridiculed him: “You’re 
that man’s disciple, but we’re Moses’s disciples. 
29 We know that God has spoken to Moses. 

But this man — we don’t know where he’s 
from.” 30 “This is an amazing thing!” the man 
told them. “You don’t know where he is from, 
and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that 
God doesn’t listen to sinners, but if anyone is 
God-fearing and does his will, he listens to him. 
32 Throughout history no one has ever heard 
of someone opening the eyes of a person born 
blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he 
wouldn’t be able to do anything.” 34 “You were 
born entirely in sin,” they replied, “and are you 
trying to teach us?” Then they threw him out.

JOHN 9:35-41
35 Jesus heard that they had thrown the man 
out, and when he found him, he asked, “Do 
you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 “Who is 
he, Sir, that I may believe in him?” he asked. 
37 Jesus answered, “You have seen him; 
in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 
38 “I believe, Lord!” he said, and he worshiped 
him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world

for judgment, in order that those who do not 
see will see and those who do see will become 
blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees who were with 
him heard these things and asked him, “We 
aren’t blind too, are we?” 41 “If you were blind,” 
Jesus told them, “you wouldn’t have sin. But 
now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”



day 1

JOHN 
9:1-7
DWELL
By now you’re probably getting used to Jesus talking 
about Himself with metaphors. Interestingly, the 
“light” metaphor is the one metaphor that Jesus also 
extends to His followers—go read Matthew 5:14-16 
for an example! While Jesus was on earth, He knew His 
job was to bring light to a dark world. However, after 
He died, was resurrected, and returned to heaven, God 
sent the Holy Spirit to live within His people, so that 
they could be light.

What do you notice about Jesus’s example 
of light in today’s text?

How can Jesus’s example of light inform 
how you live?

MEMORIZE
Write out John 9:25 on a piece of paper, “taking a 
picture” of it with your eyes. Then, read the verse aloud 
five times. Finally, cover it up with your hand and try 
to say it without looking. Do this one more time before 
you go to bed tonight.

PRAY
Ask God to reveal specific ways that you can live as light 
to a dark world today.

       DAILY

devotions
MEMORIZE JOHN 9:25

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about humans?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

How does this passage 
prompt me to pray?
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day 3

JOHN 
9:18-23
DWELL
Interestingly, John provided us with the parents’ 
motive for their answer. They were afraid! The religious 
leaders had probably always viewed them with suspicion 
(see v. 3), and they did not want to invite more. Instead 
of offering their own thoughts or offering support for 
their son’s testimony, they distanced themselves from 
the narrative.

What does this reveal about the parents’ 
faith in Jesus? About their faith in their son?

Based on this text, how might desiring the 
approval of others damage relationships?

MEMORIZE
Connect your memorization efforts to a common task, 
like brushing your teeth, washing your hair, or driving 
to school. As you complete that task each day, try to say 
John 9:25 from memory twice.

PRAY
Sometimes we are so afraid of what people can do to us 
that we forget God is the only one we should fear (see. 
Prov. 29:25; Matt. 10:28). Ask God to reveal places in 
your life where you are afraid of people, and ask Him to 
show you how He is still in control.

day 2

JOHN 
9:8-17
DWELL

Why were the people confused about 
the formerly-blind man’s identity? About 
Jesus’s identity?

What does this man’s testimony challenge 
you to believe more deeply about Jesus?

You would think that a spectacular healing would 
produce joy and wonder, but it seemed to only create 
confusion and division. That’s because Jesus’s miracles 
were never merely miracles—they were challenges 
that asked people to believe more deeply. The blind 
man didn’t quite understand who Jesus was, but his 
questions seemed to take a different tone than those 
from the crowd. He questioned like someone who was 
willing to hear the true answer, while the crowd was 
clearly seeking the answer they desired.

MEMORIZE
Write down the first letter of each word of John 9:25 
on a note card. At least five times today, see if you can 
say the verse just by looking at the letters.

PRAY
Confess any doubts you have about Jesus to Him. 
(After all, He already knows!) Ask Him to help you 
wrestle with these doubts like the blind man did, open 
to the true answer about Him.
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day 5

JOHN 
9:35-41
DWELL

In your own words, describe “spiritual 
darkness” or “spiritual blindness.”

Why was the religious crowd spiritually 
blind? Why was the formerly blind man not?

Isn’t it wonderful that Jesus sought out the formerly-
blind man when he was cast out of the religious 
gathering? Jesus was eager for this man to not just 
experience the miracle of physical light—He wanted 
the man to experience the miracle of spiritual light. 
Over the course of John 9, we are able to witness a man 
whose sight was restored to him in several different 
ways. Unfortunately, the religious crowd was still 
caught in darkness, unable to see the Light before them.

MEMORIZE
Write out John 9:25 somewhere creative—maybe use a 
dry erase marker on your bathroom mirror or chalk on 
the driveway. You could even write it in the dust on the 
back windshield of a friend’s dirty car.

PRAY
Spend some time remembering who Jesus is and how 
He’s different from everyone else. Praise Him for it!

day 4

JOHN 
9:24-34
DWELL

What do the religious crowd’s questions 
and responses reveal about their 
spiritual state?

What do the formerly-blind man’s words 
reveal about his growing faith? How might 
this influence the way you pray?

It seems that the formerly-blind man was starting to 
feel a little frustrated. Why were they asking him the 
same questions yet again? Perhaps he was “seeing” 
more than he’d ever seen. The religious crowd who had 
never accepted him because of his blindness were now 
unable to rejoice in his healing, and they refused to 
believe his testimony. He spoke to them very plainly, 
even offering a few zingers. They kicked him out of 
their gathering, and it seemed he was further from God 
than ever. Or was he?

MEMORIZE
Have a friend or family member set a daily alarm. 
When the alarm goes off each day, ask them to reach 
out to you and ask you to recite as much of John 9:25 
from memory as you can.  

PRAY
Share with God a time when you felt rejected or 
misunderstood. (He already knows about it!) Thank 
Him for always loving and understanding you.

daily discipleship guide | 92




