
CHRIST 
IN YOU

COLOSSIANS 1:24–2:3

THIS WEEK’S focus
The appeal of a good mystery story is the tension that builds when we don’t 

know what is going to happen next or how strange situations or circumstances 

will be resolved. But if the mystery isn’t ever answered or resolved, it can feel 

really frustrating or unsatisfying. Today we will see Paul mention “the mystery 

hidden for ages and generations” (Col. 1:26). Thankfully, Paul isn’t going to 

leave his readers guessing: he’s going to make clear what this mystery is and 

why it is good news. Jesus is both our Savior and King and He lives, by His 

Spirit, in all who trust in Him.

CENTRAL truth
Jesus is both our Savior and King and He lives, by His 
Spirit, in all who trust in Him. 
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EXPLORE

  scripture COLOSSIANS 1:24–2:3
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COLOSSIANS 1:24-27

24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for you, 

and I am completing in my flesh what is 

lacking in Christ’s afflictions for his body, 

that is, the church. 25 I have become its 

servant, according to God’s commission 

that was given to me for you, to make the 

word of God fully known, 26 the mystery 

hidden for ages and generations but now 

revealed to his saints. 27 God wanted 

to make known among the Gentiles the 

glorious wealth of this mystery, which is 

Christ in you, the hope of glory.

COLOSSIANS 1:28-29

28 We proclaim him, warning and teaching 

everyone with all wisdom, so that we 

may present everyone mature in Christ. 

29 I labor for this, striving with his 

strength that works powerfully in me.

COLOSSIANS 2:1-3

1 For I want you to know how greatly I am 

struggling for you, for those in Laodicea, 

and for all who have not seen me in person. 

2 I want their hearts to be encouraged 

and joined together in love, so that they 

may have all the riches of complete 

understanding and have the knowledge of 

God’s mystery—Christ. 3 In him are hidden 

all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.



day 1

COLOSSIANS 
1:24-26
DWELL
Paul saw himself as a servant of the church in every 
way. After his conversion to Christianity, the entirety 
of his life was dedicated to the spread of the gospel 
and the growth and well-being of the church. When 
he spoke, it was with Christ’s authority, not his own; 
when he acted, it was for the good of the church, not 
for his own good. Because of this, his own suffering 
was something he could rejoice in, because it was for 
the sake of the church and the commission Christ had 
given him.

What is the commission that Paul 
mentions in verse 25?

How could this passage change your 
perspective on your own suffering 
or frustrations?

MEMORIZE
Write Colossians 1:28 on a sticky note and place it 
somewhere you’ll see it every day, like your bathroom 
mirror, a notebook, or inside your locker. Read it to 
yourself each time you see it.

PRAY
Thank God we can turn to Him in our times of suffering.

       DAILY
devotions
MEMORIZE COLOSSIANS 1:28

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

COLOSSIANS 
2:1-3
DWELL
Paul had never visited the church in Colossae, or 
apparently the sister church in Laodicea, either. But 
he wanted to encourage them even though he was not 
able to see them in person. He knew that maturing as 
Christians is not something we simply do on our own, 
but something we do together with other believers. As 
such, he wanted to encourage unity and strengthen that 
bond of love. We may be very different as individuals, 
with different gifts, passions, strengths, personalities, 
and perspectives. But the one thing that we all have in 
common is our common calling in Christ.

How is the kind of love that Paul is talking 
about different from how movies, songs, 
or television often portray love?

What is one step you can take today to 
strengthen Christian unity with your 
fellow believers?

MEMORIZE
Write each word from Colossians 1:28 on a different 
index card. Mix them up and then place them in order. 

PRAY
Thank God that He desires for us to grow together 
as a community and not simply rely on our own 
individual abilities.

day 2

COLOSSIANS 
1:27-29
DWELL
What does Paul mean about “mystery” (see also v. 26)? 
The word is used in several ways in the Bible, but in this 
case Paul is talking about a truth that was previously 
hidden during the time before Christ’s coming, but 
was now made clear. Specifically he was talking about 
Christ’s revelation to Gentiles as well as Jews, and 
potentially even Christ’s indwelling in Gentiles through 
the Holy Spirit. Because of Jesus’ work on the cross, 
Gentiles and Jews alike were now able to participate in 
the hope of God's kingdom and share in Christ’s glory.

What do these verses tell us about 
Paul’s attitude toward his work and 
his motivations?

Why is it good news for you that Paul 
persevered in his work in spite of 
opposition and suffering?

MEMORIZE
Take a slip of paper or index card and draw or write  
Colossians 1:28 using markers or colored pencils. Use it 
as a bookmark in one of your text books or notebooks 
this week.

PRAY
Pray that God would give you increased wisdom and 
maturity as you study His Word.
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day 5

PSALM 
1:1-5
DWELL
These verses give a beautiful illustration of what it 
looks like to be rooted in God’s Word. The tree that 
is planted by a flowing stream will have an abundant 
supply of fresh water to draw from so it grows to be 
healthy and strong. It grows fruit at the proper time, 
which shows that the tree is healthy and that it will be 
able to reproduce with the seeds that come from that 
fruit. Also, its leaf will not wither, maybe because it 
is getting more than enough water from the stream. 
Like this tree, a Christian who takes delight in God’s 
wisdom will grow spiritually strong and their actions 
and attitudes—the fruit—will demonstrate this.

The healthy tree is a metaphor for those 
who are growing in God. What metaphor 
does the psalmist use for those who do 
not accept God’s instruction?

What can you do to ensure that you are 
growing spiritually strong and healthy?

MEMORIZE
Practice reciting Colossians 1:28 from memory with a 
friend or family member. Ask them to follow along as 
you recite, and prompt you with words from the verse 
if you need help remembering.

PRAY
Pray that God would provide you with good spiritual 
nourishment and that would stay rooted in Him.

day 4

EZEKIEL 
13:1-7
DWELL

What was the problem with the prophets 
Ezekiel was speaking about?

What are some places in your life where 
you might get messages that aren’t 
grounded in scriptural truth (for example, 
social media)?

God’s people will always need to be on the lookout 
for false teachers and false prophets. Ezekiel spoke 
out against those in his day who claimed to have 
prophecies, but those “prophecies” were inventions 
of their own minds rather than true messages from 
God. True biblical teaching and preaching comes from 
the selfless motivation of seeing God’s glory spread 
throughout the world and seeing mature, healthy 
growth in His people. The prophets Ezekiel spoke out 
against were not interested in strengthening God’s 
people spiritually or repairing conditions in Israel (v. 5).

MEMORIZE
Find a recording of Colossians 1:28 on the web, in 
a podcast, or on a Bible app. Listen to it every day 
this week.

PRAY
Ask God to give you opportunities to share truth and 
goodness with those in your life this week.
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